Anthracycline-induced congestive heart failure in two pediatric leukemia cases and long term follow-up.
Endomyocardial biopsy was performed on two leukemia patients who had recovered from severe congestive heart failure (CHF) due to anthracycline cardiomyopathy at 41 months and 47 months after CHF. Microscopic myocardial findings in both patients revealed that myocytes were hypertrophic, but interstitial fibrosis was not observed, suggesting a compensatory mechanism for the damaged heart muscle during the acute episode of CHF. The improvement of clinical symptoms and the normalization of cardiac function, including fractional shortening and ECG changes, is thought to have been associated with this myocardial repairing process.